0n the Other Side of G10ry tels the stories of the African

American men from western Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut who
chose to serve in the famous “Glory” regiment during the Civil War. The bravery of
the men in their assault on Fort Wagner, South Carolina, on July 18, 1863, made it
possible for tens of thousands of other African American men to join the fight to end
slavery and win equality. The heroism of the 54th Massachusetts Infantry is well
known. Yet these men as individuals are long forgotten. For first time, the stories of
these farmers, barbers, carriage drivers, entrepreneurs, and blacksmiths are made
known.

Moving from the farms of the Berkshires to the battlefields of the South, On the
Other Side of Glory then returns to the North to explore how the war changed
African American life in western New England. The authors describe how the
wartime experience and full citizenship empowered the veterans and their
neighbors to form new Black neighborhoods and communities in their towns and
cities, build new churches, and honor their own heroes. But the book also details
the other side of glory. Their brave service and sacrifices did not bring the promised
equality. The discrimination that defined African American—white relations before
the war persisted during the war and continued after the men came home.
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